
The Ostrich Feather Enjoys
Greater Vogue Than Ever

Tho wise and daring Investors who
transplanted ostrich fanning from Af-

rica to tlio United States, are congrat-
ulating themselves now.

Thoy are reaping a harvest this
winter, such as perhaps they nevor
dreamed of, for the plumes of the
gawky bird aro nt the top wave of
popularity that has lnstod over since
tho days when Gainsborough palntod
his world-famou- s beauties with huge
hats covered with ostrich foathers.

Since that day, If not before It, In
fact, tho ostrich plumo has lain very
clrse to the feminine heart, but Its
vogue this year surpasses all records.

The fair votary Dnmo VaBhlon
may array herself in all that Is beau-tlfu- l

nnd costly, hor dress may bo pur-o- st

silk, her Augers blaze with dia-

monds, her coat be precious fur, but
alio Is not happy unloss tho wholo be
tturrounded by a picture hat, with two,
three or perhaps four suporb ostrich
plumes.

It Is almost Impossible for mllllnora
to meet the demand for high grade
foathers, and If they wero dopondont
solely on the stock Imported from
Africa, it would be qulto out of tho
question, but tho American ostrich
farms at Pasadena, Jacksonville nnd
Phoenix have flourished and tho big
bird has proved himself such a flour-
ishing American, that a largo part of
the supply Is now homo product

Tho ostrich feather is tho basis of
tho hats of this jear. Take off tho
plumo, and what remained would bo
liopeleps, but with tho plumes almost
any shape looks well.

Hut like every good thing tho plumo
Bends the price soaring. Fifty dollars
1b no uncommon cost for a hat trim
mod with very modest feathers, and
tho particular costumor, who seeks for
tho example, a plumo say twonty-fou- r

inchos long, must not ho surprised if
ca'ld upon to pay $80 for tho feathers
alone, without taking Into account tho
cost of the other materials and tho
making.

Tho world's total supply of ostriches
is now said to bo about 380,000 birds.
All but 20,000 bf theso aro In Africa,
tho native country of the biggest birds.

Tho stock is not decreasing,, for It Is
one of the good fortunes of tho ostrich
that to tako his feathors does not
causo his death. Tho feathers will
drop off thomsolves If not removed,
nnd thoro Is nothing painful about tho
latter operation, though tho vanity of
the bird In being robbed of its chief
ornnment makes him heucnt tho

Tho ostrich Is too valuablo a bird to
bo for on nn nvorngo they aro
worth $S00 per pair, and each ono will
pioduce some $C0 worth of foathers
every jear. Henco It will bo seen
that tho ownor hos tho strongest mo-
tives of self-intere- to tnko caro of
tho birds. Tho feathers aro novor
plucked until thoy aro rlpo.

But tho beauty of a feather and Its
cost dopend moro on its width, on tho
length nnd thickness of its lluo or
btrnnds than on tho length of its quill.

fo some extent ovory feather la
made, oven to tho haudsomost bolng
fortlflod with two additional feathers
underneath, making three layers In
all; nnd flvo or six layors aro somo-time- s

needed to give tho tip tho vory
thick, luxuriant offect so much ad-

mired.
A Blnglo ostrich foathor is vory scant

and Bllm, Indeed, nnd no woman would
look twlco at ono. Preparing tho feath-
er Is everything.

Prom first to last an ostrich fonthor
pnsses through nearly ono hundred
dlffcient .hands before bolng delivered
to tho retailers.

African merchants estimate that tho
Industry brings into Africa every
year somn $16,000,000, henco It Ic hard-
ly to bo wondered at that they oppose
shipping of tho birds to the farms of
tho United States. In fact, when tho
first experiment was made by an Eng-

lishman in California, ho had to pay
as high as $1,200 a pair for his birds.

Along tho Salt river valloy In Ari-
zona tho development of tho oBtrlch
Industry Is steady nnd prosperous. Tho
avorago compare favorably with thoso
shipped from Africa.

Ostriches need n hot, dry climate,
and alfalfa Is tho beat food, though tho
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FINE SPECIMENS OF

big fellow is not particular, nnd will
oat most anything. Indeod, the humor-
ists say that ho enjoys nothing better
than n hearty diet of stones.

It 1b only a little more than two
deendes ago since the first ostriches
wero brought Into the United States
with tho serious purposo of attempting
the'r culture here, llefore that time
tho only ones seen In Uncle Sam's
ronltn had boon adjuncts to circuses.

When the oxporlment wns first at-

tempted there wero many misgivings
ns to what success would attend to the
vonturo. It lind been tho accepted
opinion that tho birds would not
tlirivo nnywhero save In tho Dark Con-
tinent.

This doubt has pnssod now, for not
a single one of the farms Is a loser,
and somo aro yielding a considerable
profit

When full grown tho ostrich Is
about eight feot tall, and wolghs 200
pounds. Its enormous legs nro pos-
sessed of gront power, which mako the
bird n romnrkably fast travoler.

Tho ostrich, when onco in tho mood,
is n very strenuous layer. It gcnornlly
averages fifteen to twenty eggs, suf-
ficient for a setting, and In tho courso
of a season will hatch out several
broods. Whcro tho bamiard fowl
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FEEDING A TAME OSTRICH.

turns out Its progeny in twonty-on- o

days, Just twlco tho tlmo Is required
for tho ostrich.

Plucking tho plumes is dono ovory
eight months. At that period the
plumo Is cut off, and later, when tho
stub dies, it is plucked out. This ope-

ration doos not causo tho bird any
pain.

Tho plumos nro thon assorted with
respects to slzo and beauty, thoso of
tho malo being considered in point of

I slzo nnd quality as bolng vory much
finer. Its plumage is niways uincic anu
whlto, while that of tho temale bird is
drab.

Tho wing feathors frequently run
to twenty-fou- r inchos in length. Tho
tall feathers aro also used, hut thoy
are not as long nor ns valuablo.

Tho plucking of an ostrich has to bo
done carofully, for a kick from ono of
tho powerful legs of tho bird is
enough to dlsablo a man, or even to

his life. Tho clipping gener-
ally takes placo In small quarters,
where tho ostrich has no chnnco to uso
his deadly legs to advantage, and to
furthor lesson Uio danger tho head of
the bird is covered with a sack, so
that It cannot seo tho ravaging of its
plumngo.

Outsido of tho first cost of tho birds,
ostrich farming is not a costly venture.
Their food bill is not a big ono, nnd n
farm of a couple, of hunched acres is
big enough to tnko caro of as many
birds as nny fnrmor would want to

FULL -GROWN OSTRICHES.
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hnndlo. Tho herds havo to ho kept Iri

Inclosures, for while many of them be-

come tame, others never lose their
wlldness and tendency to pugnacity.
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SPIDER BUILDING A WED.

Delicate Operation Always Performed
by the Female Insect.

Have you ever watched a spider
making Its web? It Is nn Interesting
Bight. Only the female doos the
spinning nnd weaving

First she makes a scaffolding of
strong lines, which spreads from the
center atnr-shape- steadied by guy
rops, fastened to various points
Then tho fine, spiral threads, which
ratch the prey, are wound round end
round nnd stick to the framework by
little knobs of sticky Until.

It Is remarkable how she directs the
thread. Holding it carefully by one
hind claw to keep It well away rom
her body, ahe gles it n pull each
tlino, then fixes It to ono of tho frame
linos to make sure of Its flrmnoss.

The male spider Is seldom soon in
the daytime. The female lives on the
web. She has eight legs llttod for
walking on It. Knelt foot la furnished
with three claws, the middle ono being
bent over nt the end. forming a long
finger with which she clings to the
delicate web. The outer claws are
curved and toothed like n comb. Op-

posite tho claws aro several Btlff hairs
which are toothed llko claws

Young spiders are hatched from
eggs. Tluy shed their skin ns they

grow. Tho eggs of n spider aro de-
posited In a ball-lik- e sack and this
sack may bo found under stones,
boards, logs, otc.

A spider noer makes or mends a
woh in bad woathor. So if you seo
ono busy while tho wonthor is wot
you may know It will soon clear and
stay clear for sovornl days. A spider
Is so careful of hor silk sho always
oats hor old web.

THE NOVEL OF THE WEST.

A Sample of the Eastern Style of
Writing.

Tho desert lay purplo undor tho
florco sun, which beat down upon it
llko nn nutomntlc enrpot boater. A
rattlesnako hero and thoro rattled It-
self to sleep, while an occasional Hz
nrd lizzed quickly from rock to brick.
Tho bloom of the lilac cactus attracted
n few bees, nnd a hummingbird, moro
thnn usual of a hummer, pecked dnltl-l- y

at tho fruit of tho wild peach tree.
It wns n typical day in tho West, tho

great, glorious West, whore men nro
men, women are womon, weather is
weather and strangors nro fow.

Suddenly n flguro dashes into view.
It is a woman, mounted on a superb

thoroughbred.
Irrigation Iko bruBhed a rattler from

his neck and rose to his elbow.
"The now schoolmnrm," ho muttered.'

"Sho wins four ways from tho Jack,",
ho added approvingly. '

Irrigation llko otood up and doffed
his hat.

As ho did so n bullat clipped his ear.
"Nono o' that!" said n volco. "I soon

her first, and I offers my heart and
wages first."

Irrigation Iko stood up nnd doffed
of Green Itlvor Hill. Croon Ulvor
11111 glared into tho oyos of Irrigation
Iko. Tho sun glared into tho oyos of
both.

The Indy rodo on.
Winner asks tho girl to havo him,"

said Irrigation Ike.
"I'm agrooahlc," said Green Rlvor

mil.
Two shots rang out.
Green Itlvor Illll foil.
"You can havo my dorby hat for n

wedding prosont," ho gasped with his
last brea'.h.

Irrigation Iko galloped nftor tho girl.
Soon ho caught tip with hor.

"Will jou marry mo, Miss?" ho ask-
ed humbly.

"Can't," nnsworod tho lady. "Hub-ban- d

won't lot mo."
"And I'vo slow my host pal," said

Iko, sadly.

Yielded Gracefully.
"Mlnnlo, didn't your father mako a

fuss when you showed him that dia-
mond ring and told him Claronco gavu
It to you?"

"Not a bit. All ho said was, 'Vho7
That inBlgniflcant little but what's
tho usol"

Rocky Mountain States
Suffer From Pest of Bears

5 - .

"Wanted a bear hunter!"
This Is the call that Is going up from

the Rocky Mountain States. Prom
New Mexico to Montana have come
reports of unprecedented depredations
of bears this fall. Stockmen nnd ranch-
ers havo lost many thousand dollar
owing to the boldness of hears In
breaking Into the corrals and mak-
ing away with the choice of flocks and
herds. Cattle nnd horses have been
struck down nnd devoured on the open
range, aud Mr. Ilruln has gone fat and
well fed to his long sleep during thu
winter of 1000-7-.

In some localities there are glnnt
grizzlies whose death will bring down
the blessings of the community on the
head of the slayer. An Instance Is that
part of the Itocky mountain range
where Idaho, Montana and Wvomlng
meet. Here, on the edge of tho ellow
stone National Park, dwells n giant
grizzly called "Old lloxer," who in it
only spreads death and deMimttmi
among flocks aud herds evei veai
but who has n record as a m.inktlli .

Three men have fallen befme tho
fierce attack of this giant grlz.h

"Old lloxer" has chosen his ietn u
with a cunning that seems smuethltK
more than mere animal Instinct. At
ter making a raid he ictreats Into
Yellow stono Park. No pit me can be
Killed In the government's great game
preserve, so "Old Hoxdr" Is safe from
pursuit. Then ho returns to some
i .inch bordering on tho park, and tho
diBpnlilng fanner finds bloody evi-
dences of the great benr's visit. "Old
lloxer" is one of the mightiest of grlz-zlk-

nnd has been shot nt times with-
out number. He has been hunted
with dogs, but bowls the hounds over
llko nine-plu- Tho threo huninn vic-
tims on his list have all been terribly
mangled, showing how mighty nro tho
muscles of the giant grizzly. Kvery
bone In the bodies of the huntets wns
crushed either by terrific hugs, or by
the blows from tho great pnws, any
ono of which would have broken the
neck of a bull.

A little while ago a wealthy English-
man, Hobort Tregarthon, whoso favor-
ite pnstlmo Is bear hunting, announced
that next season ho would return to
tho hunting ground whore "Old llox-
er" holds forth, nnd would dovoto
months, If necessary, to running down
nnd slaying this mntt killer The resi-
dents In that wild part of tho country,
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A GOOD SHOT

used ns they aro to killing nil kinds of
big gnme, hcBltnto to follow tho spoor
of "Old Boxor." Tho gront grizzly
has como unscathed through so many
combats, and hns wreaked such lerrl-bi- o

vongoanco on hunters whoso first
shot falls to find n mortal spot that
tho most hardened guldo nnd hunter
gives "Old Iloxor" a wldo borth.

John Goff, probably tho greatest bear
nnd mountain Hon hunter In tho coun-

try, who won fame by guiding Presi-
dent Roosevelt through tho big gnmo
section of Colorndo, hns moved to
Gardiner, Mont., tho ontranco to

Park. Goff hns a contract
with tho government to clear tho
park of mountain lions, which have
been declared a nulsanco owing to
tholr killing of deor. It Is possible
that Goff will also bo given a contract
to rid tho park of somo of Its troub-losom- o

boars, Including "Old lloxer"
Hoars have increased moro rnpld'y
than any other animals In tho park,
nnd they nro growing to ho a mennco
to tourists, if Goff Is told to rid the
pnrk of it troublesome bears, "Old
Hoxor" mny nB well consider his death
warrant signed. Goff has tho greatest
pack of bear dogs In the country and
Is a hunter who has emerged victori-
ous from many a contest with man
killing bears In the meantime, unless
Tregarthen kills him, "Old lloxer" will
continue to leave donth and destruc-
tion in his wake.

Ranchers in Central Colorado have
not yot ceased rejoicing ovor the kill
Ing of "Old Mose" a year or two ago
This grizzly was the largest ever
killed in Colorado He had lived a
life of slaughter and carnage fur manv
yoars. He would kill a steer with one
blow of his paw and then ding the nn
Irani to some convenient place, whore
ho would finish his meal. He cariled
many bullets In his body, but they
novor seemed to bother him In tho
least. Although he had no men on
his list of victims, "Old Mose" had
given many a hunter a great scare and
had kept several treed all night Final-
ly ho was laid low by a voll directed
shot that pierced his heart, nnd rnnch-or- s

for mllos around wanted to doc-nmt- n

tlin linnr huntor with n medal of
honor. It is ostimatod that "Old

Mose" alone had caused $14,000 worth
of damage among stockmen an1
ranchers.

The Increase of betra In the West-
ern country Is explained by the fact
that bear hunting Is not a sport tn be
taken up by anybody who Is stout
ei.i in It to "pnek" a rllla. It requires
crml Icrahle courage to face nn on-ro-

.r bear and plant a bullet In ex-

actly the light spot. Tho average bear
Is Inclined to go his way nnd let men
gn theirs, hut If he Is wounded he will
never stop until the tight has gone to
n finish. Tlilx is true especially l

grizzlies The gilrly bears nt Coin
rndo and New Mexico are of a smaller
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A GRIZZLY DEAR

typo than the genuine old hump-buc-

and shovel nose" of Montana and
Northern Wyoming. Only ocaslonall)
do they grow to tromeudous size. Hut
thu Montana grizzly Is the mightiest
of his kind. Ono of these bears will
run for rods with n bullet In his heart,
nnd, oven when mortally wounded will
retnln enough strength to kill his an-

tagonist or chase him to a fi loudly
trco.

This fall tho best record at boar
hunting, mndo by an outsider, was that
of "Charley" Gates, son of John W.
Gates. In a few doys' hunting nenr
Creedo, Colo., Mr Gntes got flvo great
bears. Ills guides unite In pronouncing

AT BRUIN.

him tho best near 'huntor that has
struck tho West In recent years, not
oven oxcoptlng ProBldont Roosovolt
Rut while n fow hunters display cour-ag- o

and coolness, to Hay nothing of
tho necessary skill with tho rifle, tho
majority of them will go nil to plecoB
whon facing n boar. Men who hunt all
othor kinds of gnmo without a trnco of
"buck fevor" will get n vorltnblo nguo
of nervousness whon it comos to tho
critical moment In n boar hunt. That
Is tho reason thoro nro bo fow hunters
trying tholr luck In tho Rocky Moun-
tain States, nnd why tho hours havo
shown such n romni liable increase.

It Is believed thnt, If tho destruction
of proporty contlnuos, tho Rocky Moun-
tain States will have to offer bounties
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ECENE IN A BEAR HUNTERS'

for bears and mountain lions, as In tho
case of coyotes and wolves.

INNKEEPER GETS A BIG TIP.

Custom Resulting From Law That Re
quires Hotel RaUs to Be Moderate
"If our hotrlkeepers should cwi la

told of the Japanese method of tippln ,
why, wo would all have to tak mPii
woods," said a Par Knstern tr.iviUr
"In a Japanese hotel you give II.

the biggest tip of all when li v

ing nnd grade the other tips incur I

Ingly.
"When your bill Is handed to u It

in customary to wrap up In a sep ir.ito
piece of paper an amount appmxlm.i-tln-

about one fifth of the vvlmhi
amount and give that to the worthy
Innkeeper, together with the n uiUr
.iinount tequlied of jou by his n- -i mint,
which you Inrlouc In lie fol It 1 bil'
Then ou wrap up smaller himis In

AT CLOSE RANGE.

smaller pieces of pnper and pared
thoso Christmas packages out among
tho servants who havo vvaltel on yon.

"This tip to tho bonlfnco Is called
chodal, or lea money, and the Japan-
ese explain Its usage after this manner
of reasoning:

"All hotel charges In Japan nn
forced by law to be very low, ho that
oven tho very poor man who llnda him-
self on the road of nights can get food
and shelter for u nominal sum Tho
tlch man hns to pay no moie than Iho
beggar.

"Since tho hotnl man could not
mako u living If this order of thlneu
wore allowed to oxlst, without Homo
Having grace, somo recompense must
bo mndo to the hotolkeepor for his en
forced genoroslty. Therefore, It Is d.

If a guest can well afford to glvo
tho host something moro thnn ho
usha he not only provides for thoHO

loss fortunnto thnn hlmsolf, but ho
fends himself ngnlnBt tho evil dny
when ho may hnvo to ask a bcr.g.tr'a
honrd nnd bed. It Is not chnrlty to thu
Innkeeper, but merely wise provision
ngnlnst posslblo hard times.

"Hut If n man whom the worthy
host believes to be well nble to iifTord
a generous chodal leaves tho hotel
without paying tho same, woe beiiJo
him should ho over roturn to that
hostelry again. Ilo will get last
chnnco at tho communal bath tub,
will get the most draughty room In
tho house, and In n hundred ways bo
mado to fool that he Is thu most mis
ornblo of nion.'

Malta a Swaying Island.
Doos tho Island of Malta tilt peri-

odically or slowly sway llko somo
gigantic rocking stono upon somo
gigantic pivot? For a long tlmo cer
tain phenomena of tho titleless bco,
rising nnd falling In tho harbors anil
other Indications have given rise to
tho tilt theory. Tho seismograph In-

geniously tot up In thu past at tho
dockyard nnd rocontly tho beautiful
new Mllno seismograph established
on the foundation rock of the uni-
versity, confirm tho prosumptlon thnt
Mnlta Is swayed from sldo to side.
Tho Island may thoiefuro yot be
como of Interest to scientific men.

The Inertia of Jones.
"What do you suppose Is the causo

of Jones gutting on in tho world bo
slowly?"

"1'tiro laziness. That man would
actually rathoi pay rent than move,"
Judge
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CAMP IN THE ROCKIES.


